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EDITORIAL 
Welcome to Volume 24 of Metamorphosis! When we launched the electronic Metamorphosis last year 
the editorial board in conjunction with the LepSoc Council established a number of objectives and I 
will report progress on these to you here. 

In order to further encourage scientific research into African Lepidoptera we are seeking more 
articles on moths and papers on ecology and conservation. We are also expanding our links with 
universities to encourage postgraduates to choose butterflies or moths as their study organisms.  

The visibility of LepSoc and our journal amongst the world Scientific and Conservation 
communities has been enhanced by offering free access to our website to many more overseas 
museums and university libraries. We have also applied for listing in literature databases, but this will 
take time to accomplish as we have to improve our standards and our “impact rating”. This rating is 
calculated for all scientific journals and is based on the number of times that articles are cited by 
authors in other journals. Scientific publishing is a very competitive endeavour! 

The Metamorphosis website has been well received and production of the past archives has made 
good progress. Volumes 1–6 and 19–24 are now available. The production of these PDFs is time 
consuming since they have to be of high quality and yet be downloadable swiftly. We expect to 
complete the rest of the PDFs by the middle of 2014. There have been problems with the LepSoc 
member registration and login procedure, for which I apologise – we are endeavouring to fix this 
problem as a matter of urgency, in conjunction with the upgrade being done to the LepSoc website. If 
any member needs access straight away please contact me and I will arrange a temporary user name 
and password for you.  

I am greatly indebted to our scientific peer reviewers and the editorial panel for helping to 
improve the quality of published articles and the scientific standing of Metamorphosis. We continue to 
add more peer reviewers to our team as the need arises and volunteers come forward. The quest for 
higher scientific recognition has meant that we have had to reject or radically alter some submissions 
that do not meet scientific standards. We have tried to do this constructively by offering assistance in 
writing scientific articles (mentoring) to our LepSoc members, and a short article addressing this 
subject is included in this Volume. 

Thank you also to all our authors, particularly those who made the effort this year to publish their 
first Metamorphosis article. We give our first time authors special mentoring assistance to make their 
first publication not too traumatising. 

There is clearly still a demand from some authors and readers for less scientific articles such as 
Metamorphosis used to publish. These articles were often entertaining and more personalised. We will 
be addressing this through expanding the content of LepSoc’s newsletter and the posts on the LepSoc 
website. 

We have some exciting projects planned during 2014 to achieve our goal of being the primary 
source of information on Afrotropical Lepidoptera.  Mark Williams has agreed to make his 
encyclopaedia “Afrotropical Butterflies” available for publication on the Metamorphosis website. This 
publication, which covers nearly 4000 butterfly species, has over 5000 pages and is steadily growing. 

There is also a demand for articles originally published in other languages to be made available in 
English, and we will be approaching these publications and authors to offer them a translation service 
in return for us publishing the English translation on the Metamorphosis website.  Any LepSoc 
members who are fluent in another language who would be prepared to assist with developing this 
service are asked to contact me. Another ambitious project is to host a Lepidoptera life history 
database, which is being discussed with the Caterpillar Rearing Group. 
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